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Amendments to the Claims/Listing of the Ctatms 

Listing of the Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A method epefatele-G n a co mputor for automatically 
selecting and packaging items for mailing, comprising the steps of: 
storing item characteristics for a plurality of items: 
storing postal costs for packages based on package 
characteristics: 

receiving a customer order specifying a plurality of items for a 
shipment, the shipment comprising at least one package s hipp i ng bv m ail:. 

retri e v i ng q sele ct e d oharaGt e ristic for eaoh of th e p l ural i ty of it e ms; 

storing a list comprising identifiers corresponding to specified 

items: 

automatically determining a number of packages comprising 
the shipment and determining which items of the customer order vAW be 
contained in each package 

determining , the determining step carried out based on the 
identifiers, the stored item characteristics corresponding to the identifiers 
and the postal costs for packages, s e lected characterist i c, i f n r . ingi n 
package cont a ining th e plurality of it e m s wi l l exc ee d a do o ir o d po s tal rat o ; 

I f the sing le packag e vy ill n ot e xc e ed th e d e s i r e d pos t a l 

rate, pack a ging tho plura li ty - of i tems in a single packago ;- 

if the single packag e w iil e x - ceed the d e sir e d post a l r a t S: 

ctiv i d i ng. bas e d on th e s e l e ct e d charact o riot i o. th o custom e r ordor into 
multiple GUb orders, oach sub ord e r includ i ng a subs e t of th o p l ura l ity of 
it e ms s e le ct e d so that th e s ub order wi l l b e at th e desir e d post al-fater 

printing a mail e r inc l uding a control indic i a on th e mail e r. 

automatiGaily selecting, basod on the contro l rr xiicia^ items for 

inrjIiifLirtrt in f^gr ^ h ^m-^^ 

' packag i ng each of tho sub orders Indiv i dual l y so that the 
eustom e r ord o r compriooc mu l tip io pac k ag es ; a nd 

mai l ing tho sing l e or mu l tiple packages to th o cuctom o r 

Page 3 of JO. 



oyyniTOS NosNHor 



8Z-G0:(ss-UJUJ) NOIlVUna » 06kOCfr6S iVOmO » 00£8C2Z:SINa « S/g-JHX Ja-01dSn:UAS » [auiil wBllAea UJaiSBa] mid 90'U-V lOOVim IV QAOa » ZM9 39Vd 



SN 10/612.283 Atty Docket # J1O3UB02USO0 

Amendment Dated 9/21/2007 
Reply to OA mailed 9/12/2007 



2. (original) A method in accx>rdance with claim 1 wherein the customer order 
is received by mail on a pre-printed fomi. 

3. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 1 wherein the 
se le ctod said stored item characteristic Includes at least one of: 
ch a racteristic is choson from - th e group compr ici ng: item weight item 
thickness and item size. 

4. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 1 further including 
wh erein the st e p of packaging o aoh of the sub ordorc compris e s the s teps 
of: 

printing respective mailers, each mailer corresponding to a package 
for the shipment, each mailer defining customer selected items to comprise 
the corresponding package; a ma ile r fo r ea ch sub - or der; 

placing each mailer on an assembly line; and 

placing each customer selected item m comprising each package 
sub ord e r on the associa t e d corresponding mailer as the mailer traverses 
the assembly line. 

5. (original) A method in accordance with claim 4 wherein: 

each mailer comprises a printed paper mailer; 

each paper mailer Includes, on a first side, a bar code 
indicative of the items to be packaged with the mailer and on a second side 
a customer address. 

6. (original) A method in accordance with claim 5 wherein the assembly line 
comprises: 

a scanner for reading the bar code on each mailer; 
a plurality of hoppers, each hopper containing a plurality of like 
items; and 

a mechanism responsive to computer control for moving an 
item from a hopper onto a mailer. 
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7. (original) A method in accordance with claim 6 and further including a 
customer message on the front of a malter readable by a customer and 
indicating that a customer order has been fulfilled in multiple packages. 

8. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 7 whore i n the 
further comprising a s tep of p a ckaging e a ch of th e sub ord e rs i nc l udes 
shrink-wrapping each of the packages sub orders in a plastic wrap so that 
the customer address and customer message are readable through ttie 
plastic wrap. 

9. (currently amended) A method in accordance with claim 4 4.wherein the 
step of receiving a customer order is performed at a location geographically 
remote from the step of placing each mailer on an assembly line. 
packaging each o f th e sub - ord e r sr 

10. (currently amended) A system for selecting and packaging items 
for mailing, comprising: 

a processor: 

a memory connected to the processor, the memory storing 
data and instructions for controlling the operation of the processor; the 
processor operative to perform the steps of: 

storing item characteristics for a plurality of items: 
storing postal costs for packages based on package 
characteristics: 

receiving a customer order spedfying a plurality of items for a 
shi pment s hippinq ^-by-mait: 

r e tri e v i ngrfrom th e m e mory, a sel ect ed oh a Fact e r is t i c for e ae h 
of th e- p t u f ality of i tem s ; 

storing a list comprising identifiers corresponding to items to 
comprise the shipment: 
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automatically determining a number of packages comprising 
the shipment and determining which items of the customer order will be 
contained in each package : 

the determining step carried out determining; based on the 
identifiers and the postal costs for packages, soloct o d charactor i etic, i f n 
si ngl e package containing the p l urality of it e ms w l l exc ee d a d o cired postal 

if the Ginglo pQokog o w i ll not exc ee d the des i r e d pocta! rato; 
packaging th o 4 t e m6 i n a singl e p a oKag of 

i f the sing le pa c kago wll e xc ee d t he des i red poct a l rat er 
d i v i d i ng, b g c e d on th e seleotod charactorictic, the custom e r ord o r Into 
m ulti p l e cub ord e r s , e a ch sub ord o r i nc l ud i ng a s ubsot of tho plurality of 
item s se lo ctod go that th e sub ord e r will be at tho d oc irod pocta l ratoy ^ 

pwtfng-a-m ai lor i n clu d i ng a GOfitfol^ n d fe ia on the mailer 

automat i ca ll y s e l e ct in g, based on th e c o nt r ol i ndicia^ itoms for 
I nclus i o n in each sub ord o r, a nd 

packag i ng o a ch of tho sub o r d ero individua l ly so that the 

cu s tom e r ord o r compris o o multipl e packag es ; and 

mailin g-t h e-64Rg le or mu lt i p le packog oc to tho customo r. 

1 1 . (original) A system in accordance with claim 1 0 wherein the customer order 
is received by mail on a pre-printed form. 

12. (original) A system in accordance witfi claim 10 wherein the selected 
characteristic is chosen from the group comprising: item weight, item 
thickness and item size. 

1 3. (original) A system in accordance with claim 10 further including an 
assembly line and wherein the step of packaging each of the sub-orders 
comprises ttie steps of printing a mailer for each sub-order; 

placing each mailer on the assembly line; and 
placing each item in each sub-order on the associated mailer 
as the mailer traverses the assembly line. 
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14. (original) A system in accordance with claim 

13 wherein: 

each mailer comprises a printed 

paper mailer; 

each paper mailer includes, on a first side, a bar code 
indicative of the items to be packaged with the mailer and on a second side 
a customer address. 

1 5. (original) A system In accordance with claim 14 wherein the assembly line 
comprises: 

a scanner for reading the bar code on each mailer; 

a plurality of hoppers, each hopper containing a plurality of like 

items; and 

a mechanism responsive to computer control for moving an 
item from a hopper onto a mailer. 

16. (original) A system in accordance with claim 15 and further including a 
customer message on the front of a mailer readable by a customer and 
indicating that a customer order has been fulfilled in multiple packages. 

17. (original) A system in accordance with claim 16 wherein the step of 
packaging each of the sub-orders includes shrink-wrapping each of the sub- 
orders in a plastic wrap so that the customer address and customer 
message are readable through the plastic wrap. 

18. (original) A system in accordance with claim 10 wherein the step of 
receiving a customer order is performed at a location geographically remote 
from the step of packaging each of the sub-orders. 

19-22 (Canceled) 
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